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INFOS

Word of advice to funk lovers; there is not a minute to lose. Get on board of the Big Hustle’s
spaceship. Before we take off, let's do a little history. The band was founded in 2014 by bass player
and composer Sébastien Levanneur and its aim is to bring together 70's old school funk with the
hippest actual sound laced with influences spanning from Steely Dan and Headhunters, to Snarky
Puppy and Soulive. With mighty horn players, a rock and funky rhythm section, the Big Hustle's
music has a very large variety of soundscapes.

The first destination takes us to the Washington, D.C. area with “Turn Up”. The groove is clearly go-
go music flavored with the trademark sound of cowbells and of course it reminds us of Zapp by the
use of the talk box on lead vocals, performed here by Saad El Garrab. And don't miss out Shaun
Martin (Snarky Puppy, Erykah Badu, Kirk Franklin amongst others) as a very special guest
performing the talk box solo! Second stop is “A Curse, A Blessing”. It's an instrumental very much
in the Freddie Hubbard vein during his CTI years. The last leg of the A side ends with an
instrumental interlude titled “Flying Donut”. Double tribute to Jay Dee and Flying Lotus, the music is
a simple hip hop loop based on samples.

The B side takes us back into the past with two brilliant covers, involving Rod Temperton the late
great British songwriter who scored some of Michael Jackson's biggest hits. Now the idea for this B
side is to do the opposite approach from the A side. Taking 70's and 80's original music and make
them travel into time to 2018. We first land with a Heatwave song named “The Star Of A Story”
from their 1976 Central Heating album. Track 2 is a Herbie Hancock song named “Gettin' To The
Good Part” from his 1982 Lite Me Up LP. This Time Traveler EP journey ends with an interlude.
Called “Gimme Dat”, the song deals with the need of new music, new sound.

Again, this blend of deep rooted funk laced with a contemporary edge is to be consumed without
moderation. And do not forget that E.P. also stands for extended pleasure.
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